Grace Chen [t T
1897 - 1942

* Family lore

* She studied medicine, but
where?

* She traveled to the US to
study, but when, where,
and how?

* Clues
* English name — Grace

* Birth year — 1897

* Moved to Beijing for
school

* Postcard from Niagara
Falls

By Cathy Chen Lee (grand-daughter of Grace Chen’s brother), 2019

This photo is of Grace Chen, Chen Shan (ft ¥ ).  She is my grandfather’s oldest sister.
Growing up, we heard stories that she was a very different sort of turn-of-the-century
Chinese woman. At the time, many girls from middle and upper-class families still had their
feet bound, stayed home, and learned embroidery. Aunt Grace refused to have her feet
bound and she insisted on going to school, a Western style school, to study medicine
— a totally unlady-like profession. Not only did she not marry, she traveled across the
ocean alone, which was rare even for a Western woman. Those were the stories but
we didn’t know when she traveled, where she lived, or how she got there. When | got
interested in learning more, about 10 years ago, all of my grandfather’s generation
were gone and most of my father’s generation who were old enough to know her
were gone too.

A friend, who studied history of missionaries in China for her PhD thesis, said that it
would be nearly impossible to find any records in China due to World War Il, the civil
war, and the Cultural Revolution. So | searched elsewhere with only a name, a
birthyear, and a story of a postcard from Niagara Falls.



R: Chen Tsan [&¥ (2nd child), Chen Shan it (oldest), Chen Yi (5th), Great grandma Chen,

Great grandpa Chen Zhi [ & (seated), Chen Qiu [EEK (7th)

Family stories say she was stubborn and refused to be constrained by the norms for
women during early 20th century. At the time, many girls from middle and upper-class
families still had their feet bound, stayed home, and learned embroidery. Chen Shan not
only refused but instead received a Western style education. She graduated in 1921
from EJL 13F0 22 F K North China Union Women'’s College, Beijing, the first
women’s college in China. Upon graduating, she practiced as a doctor at St. James
Hospital in 2% B, (Anging, Anhui) then at Margaret Williamson Hospital in
Shanghai.

Chen Shan decided to study in America. She sailed on a steamship alone as an
unmarried woman to the United States for graduate studies at Women’s College
Hospital in Philadelphia (now part of Drexel University) for two years 1929-1930. She
left from New York City and went home the long way through Europe. We only know
one stop was Vienna, Austria, because she left it as her forwarding address.

Above is a photo of my great-grandfather, Chen Zhif&;& , with his oldest son and his three daughters,
taken before Grace traveled abroad, probably in the mid-1920s. From left to right, my grandfather
Chen Tsan P& (2nd child), Chen Shan [& Hfi(oldest), Chen Yin FREE (5th), great-grandmother Chen,
great-grandfather Chen Zhi &8 (seated), Chen Qiu BREK (7th).

In January 2018, | attended a presentation by Trish Hackett Nicola at the Seattle Genealogy Society, in
which she talked about the Chinese Exclusion Act Files found in the National Archives — Seattle. In
answer to my question, Trish said that it was entirely possible to find records about my great aunt
because of the time period she would have traveled to the USA. She helped search based on my
great aunt’s Chinese name, as we did not know she had a Western name at the time. The big
breakthrough happened when my father’s cousin remembered that their aunt sometimes went by the
Western name “Grace”.



ANERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE

National Archive it ol

Shengheil, China, August 20, 1928.

° =
l e Neme: GRACE CHEN.
3 Class: Traveler,

Visa No.: 96/1928,

| Visa of Section Six Certificate granted by this office on
| August 11, 1828, under Section § (2) of thendot of 1924, as
a traveler,

Holder's birthplace: Wanchang, Kiangsu, China.

Where she went to school Temtly: Not married,
4 er! Graduated with degree of Dosctor of
Medicine, in 1921, ¢ North China Union Medical College

Tor Women, Peking, China, From 1921 to 1987 she practiced
as a physician in St, Jemes Hospital, Anking, and from 1927
to 1028, in Margaret Williemson Hospital, Shanghai.

Plang for travel: She expects to spend from 12 to 15 months

in the United States as a student visitor at the New York

Infirmary for Women and Children at New York, N.¥. Appli-

cant has her own $3000 Mexican and Doctor H. B. Taylor of

the American Church Mission of Anking, China, will give her

additional support if needed. The applicant will accompany
‘ Dr, Taylor to the United States.

Reference: Dr, Harry B. Teylor, Johns Hopkinag Medical
School, Baltimore, Maryland.

Consular investigation end remarks: Exemination has been
made of the applicant who was accompanied to this office by
Doctor J. E, Tayimr Lawney, an American physieclan in Shenghai,
who confirmed the statements made by the applicant in all
respects., A letter has been received from Mr, M, P, Walker,
Treasurer of the American Church Mission in Shanghai, vouch-
ing for the applicant's standing and plans as outlined above.

Intended departure:

Steamship: PRESIDENT JEFFERSON.
Sailing date: September 22, 1928.
Port of entry: BSeattle, Wash.

A
rd

J« B, Sawyer
Amoriean Vice Consul.

811,11
JBS:1W/WCL.

Reproduced at the National Archives at Seatiis

With the Western name, Grace Chen, and an approximate birth year, Trish found the
National Archives file right here in Seattle! Due to the Chinese Exclusion Act laws at the
time, Chinese travelers were subject to tough scrutiny. However, since she was a visiting
student, the requirements were less stringent so there are no photos of her at entry and
exit, as there might be for Chinese immigrants.

Her Visa, shown here, describes her educational and professional background. It shows
she went to college at the North China Union Medical College for Women in Peking (now
Beijing). At the time, the family lived in Anging about 800 miles south. Based on this
information, | found additional photos in the Yale University archives of what the school
looked like (small photos — the woman is not Grace).
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ANFERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE

National Archive s (il

Shanghai, China, August 20, 1928,
SECTICN STX PRECIS

° 2
l e Name:  GRACE OHEN.
3 Class: TravelerT,

Visa No.: 96/1928,

Visa of Section Six Certifiocate granted by this office on
August 11, 1928, under Section 3 (2) of theniet of 1924, as
e traveler,

Holder's birthplace: Wancheng, Kiangsu, China.
Family: Not married.

Standing of holder: Graduated with degree of Doctor of
Medicine, in 1921, from the North China Union Medical College
Tor Women, Peking, China. From 1921 to 1987 she practiced

as g physician in St, James Hospital, Anking, and from 1927
Where She Worked to lggﬁ, in E,Eizﬂret Williemson Bospital, Sb;nghai.

Plans for travel: She expecls to spend from 12 to 15 months
in the United States as a student visitor at the New York
Infirmary for Women and Children at New York, N.¥. Appli-
oant has her own $3000 Mexican and Dooctor H, B, Taylor of
the American Church Mission of Anking, China, will give her
additional support if needed. The applicant will accompany
Dr, Taylor to the United States.

Beference: Dr, Harry B, Teylor, Johns Hopkins Medical
School, Baltimore, Maryland.

Consular invesbtigation and remaris: Exsmination has besn
made of the applicant who was accompanied to this office by
Doctor J. E, fayiwr Lawney, an American physieian in Shenghei,
who confirmed the statements made by the applicant in all
respects, A letter has been received from Mr, M. P, Walker,
Treesursr of the American Church Mission in Shanghal, vouch-
ing for the applicant's standing and plans as outlined above.

Intended departure:

Steamship: PRESIDENT JEFFERSON.
Sailing date: September 22, 1OR8.
Port of entry: BSeattle, Wash.

o
B. Sawyer

s e oo American Viee Gonsul. 1

{

s
s
f

811,11
JBS:LI/WCL.

Reproduced at the National Archives at Sgattie

Upon graduating, she went home and practiced as a doctor at St. James Hospital in Z#%
EZ, (Anging, Anhui) then at Margaret Williamson Hospital in Shanghai. These were
missionary hospitals run by foreigners. Most locals saw their local neighborhood Chinese
medicine doctor in the early 1900s. The picture is of Williamson Hospital, found in the Yale
Archives.
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File

ANFRICAN CONSULAR SERVICE

American Consulate General,
Shanghai, China, August 20, 1928.

SECTION SIX PRECIS

Neme:  GRACE CHEN.
= Class: Traveler,
Visa No.: 98/1928,

Visa of Section Six Certificate granted by this office eon
August 11, 1928, under Section 3 (2) of thendel of 1924, as
a traveler,

Holder's birthplace: Wancheng, Kiangsu, China.
Femily: Wot married.

Standing of holder: Graduated with degree of Doctor of
Medicine, in 1921, from the North China Union Medical College
Tor Women, Peking, China. From 1921 to 1927 she practiced
as a physician in St. Jemes Hospital, Anking, and from 1927
%o 1928, in Margaret Willlamson Hospital, Shanghai.

Plans for travel: She expects to spend from 12 o 15 months
in the Unifed States as a student visitor at the New York

Where She WaS gOIng \»hlfimﬂ.ry for Women and Children at New York, N.Y. Appli-
cant has her own $3000 Mexican and Doctor H, B, Taylor of
5 4

S3000 Mexican??

mreh Mission of Anking, China, will give her
additional support if needed. The applicant will accompany
Dr, Taylor to the United States,

Refsrence: Dr. Harry B, Teylor, Johns Hopkinsg Medical
Scohool, Baltimore, Marylend.

Consular investigation and remarks: Exemination has been
made of the epplicant who was accompanied to this office by
Doctor J., E, Xmyimr Lawney, an American physician in Shanghai,
who confirmed the statements made by the applicant in all
respects, A letter hes been received from lMr. M, P, Walker,
Treasurer of the American Church Mission in Shanghal, vouch-
ing for the applicant's standing and plens as outlined above,

Intended departure:

Steamship: .PHESIDE}?P JEFFERSONT
Sailing date: September 22, L928.
Port of entry: Seattle, Wash.

J. B, Sawyer
American Vice CGonsul.

811,11
JBS:LW/WCL.

Reproduced at the National Archives at Seatils

Grace decided to study in America. This shows she was planning to study at the New York
Infirmary for Women and Children. It is a mystery why she exchanged Chinese money into
Mexican currency. She was going to sail on a steamship and her port of entry was Seattle!
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Source: ancestry.com

Based on the travel information on the Visa, | found the ships manifest on ancestry.com. It
shows her name, age, profession, that she spoke English and Chinese. Our family was
surprised she arrived here in Seattle. We assumed she entered the USA in New York. On
the second page, it showed that her next of kin was her brother who lived in Shanghai at
Putong College. This confirmed her identity. Finally, it logged her height at 5 foot 4 inches.
That is fairly tall for a woman of her generation.



Certificate of Admission of Alien

—
M, - CERTIFICATE OF ADMISSION OF ALIEN
2] LSRR W 9 6 U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
T &y IMMIGRATION SERVICE
i, DTPADTIERT OF LABOR PR
s Servies oy Yile No. 66 [ ' Port of Seattls, Wash.
D?'-—-. bate Auguet 7, 1928,

T MEREEY CERTIFY that the following is a correct record and statement of facis
relative to the adeission to the United States of the alien named below:

(1) Manifest No..9g66/2~1 i Class, Pipgt

What are all your names? (2) 8. S.. President Jefferson i Line. Admiral (isa) :
o many times have you been married? {3) Port at which admitted, Seattle, Wosh. ¢ Date, Qotober 8, 1928
re meses of Wives, age, dates of marrisgey Tig or doad. {4) Wome, OHEN, Orace, : hge, 32 Sex. female
{5) Married, no : Oocupation, physieisn ; Able to read, yeg : Write. yeg
How many childran have you ever had? Boye: Girls: (6) Citizon of, Chima ; Race Chinsss i
Hazp e & Birth dat Marital Stat Locatd
Ag ox rth date arital Sta un cation (7) Place of birth, Han Chmng, China,

(8) Cla=s of immigration G0 3 (2)
visa, : No.96f1928; Issued at  @hanghed, Chipa, # D20, jng.11,1928, :

to {9) Last permancnt residence. Shanghsi, China,

tars, or sything elus fres the Unite

LI e tiiay

"NOLLVETTVHALVN HOJd NOLLLLAD ¥ HOd SISV ¥ §V LNIIDI4I0841 81 WUO0L SIL

{10} Name and complets address of nearest relative or friend in sountry whenca
alien came, brother, Ghen Pao, Ofc Foo Tung School, Hankow Bosd, Sianghad,’
China.

1 a {11) Destination, New Tork. : By whoa Money
Sy ?:Ju:e:':‘:-m passage paid, self i brought.gang

wedilng of the son of any such rosident, 88y giva d

{12) Whether in U, 5. bafora, jp : When. ; Where,

Are yeu accompanisd by snyonal 12 nc, Wheal (15) Whether goimg to relative or friend, ; Give nams and complots address:

______ L e o e y Dr. Esther Peh, ofo Women & Children Hospitel, New York City,

st e D (14) Purpose of coming to U. 8.,  Pourist for businses. :

B

i (15} Condition of honlth, gaod, d

{18} Hoight, B 40 : Complexion. griental ; Color of hair, gu. :

i {17) Color of 0¥eS. brown i Identification marks., gep 14-1msm H

If applicant in‘eads to apply for Cer-: - .

tificate of Tdontity the following in~p ~ M TN £ty _Inspecter (18) Examined by Inspectoq; gpengler and Sanderscn. i

fommaticn g 1 patad: i .

ep A Interpreter (18) Accompanlied by ; How adelited,

primary

5t

(20) Remarks: 9o vemnin in U.5. for ond year.

{Signature

(0ffioial title) pgeiotont Commissioner.

These are Grace’s admissions papers. The left document is the interview notes — never
married, never been to the US, speaks English. It was signed in her hand which is the first
time | saw anything in her writing in either Chinese or English! On the right is the same

information formally typed up. It notes that her intention was to stay just one year until
August 1929.




Letters to Immigrations
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When the first year was almost up, Grace wrote to immigrations requesting a one-year
extension (right) which was granted. The next year, close to when she was supposed to
leave, she wrote again to request a short extension. Interestingly, the handwriting on these
two letters is very different. At first | thought she asked classmates to write for her.
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Upon closer inspection, the handwriting on the second letter is the same has the signature
on her entry interview (left). So we can assume the right-hand letter is entirely written by
her. This is the only handwritten document that we have by her. Nothing else survives.




Woman’s Hospital College, Philadelphia

Woman's Hospital College, Philodeiphia 1930

Dr. Lucire M. Vax.

Dr. Van was born in Soochow, Kiangsu,

the Wu Peng High 0 E
had one year premedical work and four

Maiy Blac

hospital. During her second year as resident
she spent six months in Siberia with a unit
from the Mary Black Hospital doing Red
Cross work.

Dr. Van went to the United States in
1919 and spent three and a half rs doing
post graduate study at the Woman's Medical
College, F Iphia. The ¥ was
spent in 1 work and the last two
and a hali years specializing in cye, ear,
nose, and throat w

Since October, 1
+ resident  physicis
Williamson Hospital in charge
Nose, and Throat department, as
sistant in the eye department, and as a
willing substitute in the

Dr. Van became a Christian while she
was in the United States and joined the
Methodist Church at Camden, New Jersey.
She brought her letter to the Moore
Memorial — (Southern  Methodist)  Church
in Shanghai. The only other member of
her family who is a Christian is her sister.

Dr. Van will, in October, 1927, com-
plete her five vears as a member of the
staff of the Margarct Williamson Hospital
Recently the staff voted to give her time
off for study with full pay, at the completion

i her five years,

The letters requesting extensions were written not from New York but from Woman'’s
Hospital College in Philadelphia (now part of Drexel University). There is no documentation
of why she switched schools. But when | was searching for information about Woman'’s
Hospital College, | found a photo of the school along with a bio of alumna Dr. Van who
worked at Margaret Williamson Hospital in 1927. Dr. Van and Grace would have worked at
the same hospital at the same time and probably knew each other. It is likely that Dr. Van

influenced where Grace went to study.
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Niagara Falls!

I )
gif-F-f

Blagurs Falis. Owie _for the Month

\ -7~ 106

Angn Bad o ih

CANADIAN IMMIGRATION SERVICE

Report of Admissions and Fejectioes at the Part ol

9 0 " "
by k4 Eow# a03
LML Ialias ee = Il WE Rl e Bil. Flagers Falls, fat e ms o ome hmsbe s drldgedd FELSZ.UAR.  mEADEW
TR w |rp] m e g
- T . EE D N T -
by JH¥ ¥FTT = . Y]
fone . - e . R T
[ LT
sy tony ot U LR s - = . . I . [
- Hary awve  b¥ PN "OPY LN - - - wfwire ! . - CH S [ (e .
fitrm . 3 . x
s - fMrean M £, 0F ¥ w  maee neure . f 2 ) I (e ST R
p s BT TN I . o e e .. — "
e
nmon e w ol L ) w . L T B
» et & - . e, b . - s a - witae -
. ive Ch - et . - . T
nusen ather e = Bl P NeMLSRT .. B0l Bisgers Falle, fak Y
Eaw o
i e 7 - e s e e e . Dmemmmee 0
1, 4 ¥ ® x
masssLInn mivris £ s ¥ el s dvadias BE Semestis . =2 -
"o .
7y 73 pa
sorson salin n seetsn deiier om s Le . ose . L . ow oWas s e
i A K
= anglionn Be asnirk senish  “an s - wwes nene . w o wes =
3 X d ey £ Ny
— srass asnaiveriine ponige ity e Fad - Mt e . . . (R (I P
amm oraes . i | e s ' - - IR T .
. e a
narmome mlen = mHa AP e we T BT R TP A p——
snicErive  Belis o Eae L. Slees s . s SRR R
N santen Mawns  d0| = 0 €0 B™" 0 e wei  (mne - e om e e luwgois. be |+ e

fteme—

Remember | mentioned a story of a postcard from Niagara Falls? Here is proof that Grace
was there! Shortly before she left the United States to go home, she crossed over to
Canada, creating an official record.
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Going Home
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We don’t know the exact day she left America. The letter (right) in response to an
immigrations inquiry tells us approximately when she left and her forwarding address in
Vienna. That is the last document in the Archives file.

On ancestry.com, | found a ships manifest that she sailed from New York to London. We
lose the trail here on how she got home. Did she go from London to Vienna? Most likely
she took the train (Orient Express?) and then sailed through the Indian Ocean. More
research is required.
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Back in China

Grandma

-

We know she arrived home not long after, probably within a few months. She returned to
work as a doctor at Nankai Schools. She refused to open a lucrative private practice.
Instead she opened the school clinic to the public. She treated many of the poor during the
war.

This photo is of the extended family around 1940. The family had grown a lot since the
1920s -- my grandfather, Grace, great-grandmother plus all the sisters and brothers and all
their children. My father is on the far right. Grace delivered her sister-in-law’s baby (baby
held by great grandma in photo). He is the one who remembered there was a box of
Grace’s mementos which included a Niagara Falls postcard. Unfortunately this box of
mementos was lost.

Not long after this photo, Grace died of a massive stroke, about age 45. Many of her
grateful patients lined the funeral procession and wore mourning clothes, taking the place
of children she never had. She was well loved.
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Next Generation Arrives
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Almost 25 years later, in 1956 my dad’s brother sailed on a ship to study in America,
followed by my dad in 1959. They received their PhDs, Physics and Electrical Engineering
respectively, at the University of Washington in Seattle!

With assistance from Trish Hackett Nicola and the information in the National Archives, |
have the story of Great Aunt Grace’s missing years in the United States and was able to
share it at our Chen Family Reunion. It was a big hit.

| have been amazed that | have a great aunt who was way ahead of her time. Even more
amazing was my great grandfather as a progressive, forward thinking man who let his
daughter follow her passion to work and travel!
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